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True to
her colours

Fame, when it arrived in the 1980s, did not sit well with Cyndi Lauper.
Mistakes were made and her star faded. But three decades on the singer-
songwriter finally has the career she always wanted, writes Paul Kirkley

syt [l dye my hadr, manto Mimove
somawhore,” sings Cyndi Lauper.
Myt Il got a car, magybe Nl drive
80 far, they U lose all track. Me, 10
bounce right back.'

The song, Hard Candy
Cheistmas, which is on her latest album, was originally writ
ten foe a Dolly Parton movie, but it could just as casily be about
Cynthia Ann Stephanie Lauper who, aged 17, left her home in
Queens, Now York, nrmed cnly with a toothbrush, a change of
underwear and » copy of Yoko Ono's book Grapefrult, She was
maving somewhere - amywhere - to escape hoe vickent, predatory
steplther, and pursue her droam of being a performance artist.

“That song coukd be about aagone. says Lauper, “That's what s
o groat aboet 1, Theros a commeonality, a buman expecience
fior women. That's the goal for any singer, bocause it enabies you
Lo sng a real story that will toueh peopln.

Perhaps, but it sooms partiouiarly relovant 10 Lavper, whose
troubled adolescence wias followod by & keg, dispiriting petiod
sirgging in bars and filing to make & with her basd Blue Angel
Then, in 1983, her ‘do-cr i’ album She's So
Unswal turned her into an overnight sensa
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‘A woman Lold me ono: youire going to have mary different
chaptors in your Mo, And thet s what you've ot 1o resnember, and
not get hung w3 on 000 thing, When the super-fame Jeft, at first
| &'t understand why, But you don’t understand lame when &
happers, cithor. There's 5o Book that tells you that # you bohave
boadly, scenetinnes poople aren't even going Lo tell you, because of
whoyou are”

in 2000, Lauper released Memphis Blues, n cothoction of cover
songs by the likes of Muddy Waters, Albert King and Robert
Johnson & was the biggest seling bloes altbuan of the year. Now she's
turned her attention to s similar period in country and reckabilly.

Reocorded in Nashville, Detour finds Lauper bringieg ber four
octave range to back-porch chassios by Patsy Cline, Loretta Lynn,
Wanda Jackson and more, with help feom such rhinestone royalty
ay Emmylow Harris, Willle Nedson and Alison Krouss, The pro-
Ject was suggested to Lauper by kegendary produces Seymour
Stein, and marka their first collaboration,

Part of the appeal, she sy, 31 they'ro the songs “my Aunt Gracie
wid playieg while | was riding my pony stick around hee kitchen
they were part of the background of my iife’,

Steln, of course, wits the man who signed
Madonna, Lasper's great rival - according to

(hioﬂ;srr:rg 2 r;;ho'n co;:‘s and becoming ! E\'Cl'y step you Ut.xvm ::;s:‘ s:_y pog‘s:'.a 05 crown
the first debut afemale artist to spawn ‘It was gt wouKl pit Gs against
foue top five US hits take ZeTS YOU 1O cach other becouse | abwuys thossght sister-

Over the next couple of yoars, Lauper's raln MR Y/, hood Is powerful. says Lasper. “When Libe A
bow-dyed halrand kooky, thrift-store chic \\'h(l’t )'Ou are, Virgin caome out,, I wont right up to hor at this

Brought a riot of colour 40 mesggaine covers from
Fodling Stone to Tioe, while Clrly Aust Wine To
Heoe Fun - Bot subversive, fornieiat rewrite of
Robort Hazard's queasily non-PC 1979 single

Became ooe of the decade's definig antherma.

But, having worked solong Lo get noticed,
Lauper found superstardom aat uneasily with
her; & succession of producers trying to mould her idiosyncratic
style to their own vision, coupled with no loager being abie to walk
down the street, loft her fecling "like a bird trapped in a cage”.

1 used to walk a Jot nnd sing to myself, that's how | wrote,’ she
says. 'Once | became famous, | couldn’t do that, because people
woiid Jamg out of cormers or pull over their cars, It was scary.”

At ber lowest point, she wrote in her 2002 autobiography. the
only thing that preventod me from suicide & | nover manted to road
o hendline, Girl Who Wasted To Have Fun Just Didnt', Then, fol
lowing the pecoeived laikero of bor thied album, 1080 A Night To
Remerder, Luuper set out 10 reciaim cootrol of her carcer, writ
ing and self. peoducing incroasiegly porsonal, political rocorda.
She also co-founded the True Coloes Fund, which works toend
homelessness among young lesbian, gy, bisexual and trassgender
people - part of a lfelong commitment to LGBT rights activism,

Al this brought mixed commerncial fortunes, but Lauper inststs
she's happler that way, 'l don't think I'm famous any more.” she
begins, sntil Weckend protests.

"No, Honow, | know,' she says. ‘Bt 2% not crazy famous, | just
couldnt take the craziness.

Did I go the long
way round? |

probably did’

wwards show and sald, “That track is skammin'
- s sogood.” And shebad alot todowith s
all - aho's ot a sit-by kind of gal Hove her!

Now 62, Lauper i still Kicking dosn walls
and chalking up new victoriea, her sangs loe
the Broadway and West End musical smash
Kinky 8oots making hee the first female solo
comnposer Lo win a Toey. Thanks 1o n wed recoived role on the
sitoom Mod Abaut You that puts ber in the rarefied position of
being a GET {Grammy, Emmy, Tony) winner. She's also been
immortalised in plastic as u Barbde doll, and in yellow on The
Simpsons, and Is cted as an influence by everyone from Botney
Spears to Lady Gaga,

Factor in a happy domestic life - she's beon married to the
wctor David Thornton since 1001, and they have an 18-yoar-old
200 Declyn - and you foal the woman who onte deciared she wan
‘ahwirys searching” must be closer 1o finding what she's looking for.

'It's been an interesting careor,” sho reflocts. ‘Every step you
take gets you 1o where you sre. Did 1 go the long way sound? |
probably did. Have | made mistakes? Yoah. But what's that song
Delly Paston wrote™ She starts singing: "My mistakes are no
worse than yours, just because 'm a woman_*

Arnd that's a good mantra for life?

"Yoah, jonda”

Detour ks reloased on 6 May. Cyndi Lasger fours the L in dine,
Kinky Boots & currentiy ot the Adelphl Theotre, Lendon
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